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FASHION STATEMENT
THE RAGLAN

If you have been checking out stores or magazines for this seasons trends you will no doubt
have noted that knit once again is really big as a fashion statement. The beauty though is the
diversity in styles with every thing from de-construct to the super fine through to the timeless look
of raglans. Some of the latter are very traditional but others have brought added detail to the look
with lace decreases for the raglan both for men and for ladies — may take some convincing in
certain quarters but that is the look. We can of course duplicate this trend quite easily on our
machines bringing in a degree of difficulty to suit our own requirements and/or degree of
experience. | thought in this newsletter we would look at a number of variations on raglan
shaping from the relatively simple looks through to designs which may require just a little more
focus from us.

The use of quality yarns like Yeoman Sport — Twister — Tibet — Ofelia — Panama etc. will produce
a more defined garment allowing the detailed work of your raglan shaping to shine through.
However don't just think winter weight you can look at using these techniques to great effect on
summer weight yarns like Yeoman'’s Fine Crepe, Supersheen, the wonderful Victor or for a more
natural finish look at Brittany cotton. In some cases the use of a 7-prong tool will make the
transfers easier. Often when shaping raglans you need to decide whether you would like to
decrease say 1 stitch every 2 rows or perhaps 2 stitches every 4 rows — this will produce quite a
different effect so before starting your garment do your samples, and off course working together
as a club project this could produce some great results.

Where possible always bring the edge stitches that have been transferred to holding position
before knitting the row [carriage set to knit] to ensure they knit off cleanly, if you cannot do this
just check them visually.

SAMPLE ONE

Cast on over 40sts — knit a few rows. Counting from left edge transfer stitches 7 & 5 to Ndl 6 this
now has 3 Sts on it. Transfer 3 sts on 6 to N7. Move Stson 1 2 3 4 in by 2 needles — push empty
needles to NWP. Knit 4 rows and repeat. Be sure to be consistent when transferring to keep the
visual the same [e.g. trans 7 first then 5]

As a variation try transferring 5 first then 7. In the sample | have also knitted the decrease as

a feature on Ndl 10 right of ‘0’ giving a very interesting effect, this could be knitted as a panel

or scattered across the body of the garment at predetermined points or randomly.
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SAMPLE TWO

I normally avoid 3 x3 cables as | feel they put to much stress on needles however in this case as
we are not pulling against the remaining stitches | have used them for this decrease. Cast on
over 40sts knit a few rows. Working on left edge — using a 6-eye tool - transfer Sts 1 — 6, 3
needles to right, knit 6 rows and repeat.
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SAMPLE THREE

Another cable - this is a fine cable trim which acts more as a highlight than a bold feature. Cast on knit a few rows — starting from
left edge and using 7-eye tool, transfer sts 1 - 7 to 2 - 8. Using single eye tools cable the next 2 sts. Knit 4 rows. Using 6 eye tool
transfer sts 1 — 6 to 2-7, cable next 2 sts. Knit 4 rows. Continue in this way reducing the number of stitches transferred until only
2sts remain. Now start from 7 sts transfer again. This does require a bit of work but the end result is stunning and as a feature in
the body of your work it will definitely give you a true designer look.

VARIATION Cast on knit a few rows and working on left edge. Transfer as above but only from 7sts to 4 sts. - this time mini cable
on the inside of the decrease e.g. on the 2 sts closest to the needle with 2 stitches on. These two samples are very different.

SAMPLE FOUR
Work as above but moving over by 2 sts each time rather than one — still cable as before, or alternately in sample one move the
cable over by one stitch, which will give a more defined visual. E.qg. first transfer will be on sts. 10 -11

LACEY LOOKS
Cast on knit a few rows — working on left edge. Transfer 7 to 6 then both Sts. back to 7. Transfer Sts. 1 23 4t0 34 5 6 - make
sure empty needle 6 is back in working position *— knit 4 rows. Repeat transfer

VARIATION
For a double eyelet effect work as above to *.now Knit 2 rows — transfer st. 8 to 7 then both sts. back to needle 8 — knit 2 rows
Repeat as required.




